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Walter Russo, of Windermere Real Estate in 
Rancho Mirage passed away on June 19 after 
waging a courageous battle with cancer for 
nine months.  Walter was currently serving 
his second term on the Board of Directors.  
He was an active member of the Rancho 
Mirage community, where he served on the 
city’s Speaker’s Series Commission and was 
an active member and Past President of the 
Rotary Club of Rancho Mirage.  A memorial 
service will be held on Friday, July 16 at 
11:00 a.m. at Sacred Heart Church in Palm 
Desert.  In lieu of flowers, donations can be 
made in Walter’s name to the Desert Cancer 
Foundation, who were an integral part of 
Walter’s treatment.

Walter was always an optimistic and 
positive person with the motto, “It’s a good 
life!”  He remained positive even during his 
illness, when his motto became “It’s STILL 
a good life!”.  Walter will be missed by his 
many friends, clients and colleagues. 

Chamber Remembers Two Late Directors

Rosemarie Tessier, formerly of the 
Community Blood Bank passed away 
suddenly on May 21.  Rosemarie 
served on the Rancho Mirage Board 
of Directors from 1991  2001, and was 
the Chairman of the Board for 1999.  
Rosemarie was very active with the 
Rancho Mirage Chamber during her 
tenure on the Board and was awarded 
as Business Woman of the Year in 1996 
and was the Chamber of Commerce’s 

ATHENA Award recipient in 1997.  
After retiring from the Community 
Blood Bank and the Rancho Mirage 
Chamber of Commerce,  Rosemarie 
worked as the Executive Director 
of the Thousand Palms Chamber of 
Commerce as well as at the firm of 
Laurence Hallock, CPA.  Rosemarie 
was a tireless worker, was well-
respected and beloved by many 
who knew her.
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a Board member 
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rage Chamber of 
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away on June 19 
after a long battle 
with cancer. 
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sier, right, a former 
Board member and 
Chairman of the 
Board of the Ran-
cho Mirage Cham-
ber of Commerce 
passed away sud-
denly on May 21.



The Palms Café
Jose Sahagugun
69930 Highway 111,  Suite 120
Rancho Mirage, CA 92270
Phone: 760.770.1614
Restaurants- American

For breakfast or lunch, The Palms 
Café provides the comforts of home. 
Known for the best breakfast in the 
desert, everything is made fresh 
daily from scratch! The Palms Café 
specialties range from Omelettes 
and Egg Combos served with 
hash browns or home fries and 
toast to homemade buttermilk 
pancakes, waffles, salads, succulent 
sandwiches and mouth-watering 
burgers. Open daily from 7 a.m. to 
3 p.m., where dogs are welcome in 
the outdoor patio area.  Come home 
and be treated like family . . . at The 
Palms Café! 

Plants4U
Bill Stremmel
71650 Highway 111
Rancho Mirage, CA 92270
Phone: 760.773.3321
www.Plants4URM.com
Artificial/Silk Plants

Now offering 10,000 square foot 
showroom of uncommon silk plants, 
silk flowers and home accessories. 
Plants4U recently completed their 
3rd expansion in the Rancho Mirage 
Plaza.  With over 25 years of business 
experience, Plants4U ‘s product line 
reflects the changes in the customer 
style and taste while keeping in pace 
with the current trends.

Plants4U provides free in home 
consultation services  and takes 
pride in offering the latest high 
quality products at great value. 
Whether it’s Plants, Flowers, Home 
Décor or Gifts, Plants4U has the 
Designers and Consultants to help 
with any of your interior home 
needs.
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The Annenberg Foundation Trust 
at Sunnylands
Mary Perry
Office: 70-177 Hwy. 111, Ste. 202
Rancho Mirage, CA 92270
Phone: 760.328.2829
www.sunnylands.org
Art, Culture & Entertainment

Sunnylands,  a  publ ic  attract ion 
incorporating a historic house, education 
center, desert garden, and solar farm 
opens November 2011 as a museum 
and site for retreats and summits. 
The Center and estate will feature a 
wide range of tours based on art & 
architecture; landscape & sustainability; 
history & philanthropy. Sunnylands was 
the estate of Ambassador Walter and 
Leonore Annenberg. It is a mid-century 
modern house designed by architect 
A. Quincy Jones. Here the Annenbergs 
entertained Presidents, British Royalty, 
international political figures, and 
cultural and entertainment icons.

AuBrey Ward Jr. Productions
Aubrey Ward
10961 Desert Lawn Drive
Calimesa, CA 92320
Phone: 909.561.0983
www.AuBreyWard.com
Event Planning Services

As a member of the Palm Springs 
Fashion Council and host of the Palm 
Springs Fashion Festival, AuBrey 
Ward, Jr. Productions brings a unique 
opportunity to the field of Event 
Planning.  With over 20 years experience 
in the world of Fashion, Food, Art and 
Entertainment clients are provided an 
extraordinary opportunity to blend all of 
these concepts together through  true 
Artistry.  As a Fashion Designer, AuBrey 
Ward delivers to clients a blend of 
Sight, Sound, Texture, Taste and Visual 
to accomplish the ultimate in the Event 
Planning Industry.  Our motto speaks for 
itself -  Being Fabulous Is Not An Option 
But A Lifestyle.

Bangkok Five Thai Cuisine
70026 Highway 111
Rancho Mirage, CA 92270
Phone: 760.770.9508
www.Bangkok5.com
Restaurants- Thai

Char Beauty
Charmaigne Menn
5 Dominion Court
Rancho Mirage, CA 92270
Phone: 760.408.2123
Health Care Products

The Club at Morningside
Greg Harris
39033 Morningside Drive
Rancho Mirage, CA 92270
Phone: 760.324.1234
www.ClubAtMorningside.org
Country Club

Compass Rose Financial 
Planning
Michael Crick
5 San Marino Circle
Rancho Mirage, CA 92270
Phone: 760.321.5305
www.CompassRoseFP.com
Financial Planning

Compass Rose Financial Planning 
is Coachella Valley’s only Fee-
only Financial Planner, where the 
fees are based on your planning 
needs.

Compass Rose embraces the 
role of being your fiduciary 
- a responsibility that means 
always acting with your best 
interest in mind. As a fiduciary, 
Compass Rose is different from 
traditional personal financial 
advisors who are brokers. It’s 
a distinction they are proud of 
and that benefits you. Unlike 
a broker, Compass Rose is not 
licensed to sell you securities and 
are not salespeople. Compass 
Rose is a Registered Investment 
Adviser and only sells you their 
advice.

Goodwill Employment 
Services
Israel Mendoza
72840 Hwy. 111, Ste. C101
Palm Desert, CA 92260
Phone: 760.323.5661
www.goodwillsocal.org
Employment Services & 
Agencies

Hibachi Steak House & Sushi 
Bar
Huy Vu
71680 Highway 111, Ste. A-C
Rancho Mirage, CA 92270
Phone: 760.674.0078
www.HibachiChopChop.com
Restaurants - Japanese

Noble & Company
Sharon Walton
34360 Gateway Drive
Palm Desert, CA 92211
Phone: 760.770.3100
www.NobleCompanyLLC.
com
Real Estate Developer/Broker

With a presence in the Coachella 
Valley for nearly 30 years, Noble 
& Company concentrates on 
development and investment in 
real estate and renewable assets, 
as well as real estate brokerage 
and management. Noble & 
Company is proud to present 
Pointe Monterey Business Park, 
Palm Desert’s premier Business 
and Office Park located at Dinah 
Shore and Gateway Drives.

Peter & Linda Bray
Residential Members

Segovia at Palm Desert
Deborah Chester
39905 Via Scena
Palm Desert, CA 92260
Phone: 760.341.4554
www.SegoviaCCRC.com
Independent Senior Living 
Community

Segovia at Palm Desert is a new five-
star senior retirement community 
offering independent living and in-home 
continued care services, the newest 
concept in retirement living. Segovia 
features world-class architecture and 
elegant design, not to mention all the 
amenities you’d expect. From gourmet 
dining and concierge services to spa 
treatments and housekeeping, the 
attentive staff caters to our residents’ 
every need leaving them time to enjoy 
resort-style living to the fullest. For more 
information, visit us on the web at www.
segoviaccrc.com  or call 760-341-4554 
to schedule a tour.

Shopping Genie
Rick Mclees
83085 Prairie Dunes Way
Indio, CA 92203
Phone: 760.219.9646
www.MyShoppingGenie.com/
bevshops 
Computer Software & Services
 
My Shopping Genie™ is simple  assist 
the consumer to find the best deals 
on routine purchases.  This powerful 
application download works with 
browsers such as Google to find the best 
prices on products and services, locate 
deals and coupons, take advantage of 
available discounts; whether large or 
small, if it is on the internet, the Shopping 
Genie™ will work to find the best prices, 
and it’s FREE!  We routinely work with 
Business owners and entrepreneurs to 
show them how giving this personalized 
FREE application as a gift to clients, can 
increase connectivity and visibility.

Local Business Briefs
Restaurant Week A Success!

The Palm Springs and Desert Resorts 
3rd Annual Restaurant Week, June 4 
to June 13 was a resounding success 
according to Restaurant Week 
planners.  They estimate that over 
40,000 meals were served by the 
83 participating restaurants valley 
wide during the event.  Restaurants 
reported sales increases of 12 to 
172% over the previous year ’s 
sales.  Visits to the Restaurant Week 
website saw an increase of over 15% 
from 2009.  Plans are underway for 
next year’s event, scheduled June 3  
12, 2011.  

Bing Crosby’s Closes

Bing Crosby’s Restaurant has served 
its last dinner after opening for just 
three years with much fanfare.  Local 
television reporters found a notice 
of seizure on June 14 for unpaid 

taxes on unsecured property at the 
restaurant’s location along Highway 
111.  According to the sign, dated June 
9, the Riverside County Tax Collector 
says the restaurant’s owners, who are 
from Northern California, owed nearly 
$96,000 in back taxes over the last three 
fiscal years.

AAA Welcomes  New Insurance 
Specialist 
Jim Roberts has joined Automobile 
Club of Southern California as a Life 
Insurance & Annuity Specialist in the 
AAA Palm Springs Branch Office. Roberts 
will concentrate his efforts protecting 
local residents, small business owners 
and retirees with Life, Annuity and IRA 
products. Roberts brings years of Life 
Insurance, Business Ownership and 
Annuity planning skills to AAA. Jim, and 
his wife Rita, are new valley residents. 
Phone: 760.318.2334
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35 years or more

Tamarisk Country Club
Controller
70240 Frank Sinatra Drive
Rancho Mirage, CA 92270
Phone: 760.328.2141 x 106
Country Clubs

15 to 19 years

Bob Hope Chrysler Classic
Dawn Suggs
P.O. Box 865
Rancho Mirage, CA 92270
Phone: 760.346.8184
www.bhcc.com
Golf Tournament

Fountains at The Carlotta
Paul Sibel
41505 Carlotta Drive
Palm Desert, CA 92211
Phone: 760.346.5420
www.thefountainsatcarlotta.com
Retirement Communities

Palm Springs Air Museum
Ann Greer Reed
745 N Gene Autry Trail
Palm Springs, CA 92262-5464
Phone: 760.778.6262
www.palmspringsairmuseum.org
Museums

10 to 14 years

Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla 
Indians
Tom Davis
5401 Dinah Shore Drive
Palm Springs, CA 92264 
Phone: 760.699.6800
www.aguacaliente.org
Government

Country Inns & Suites by Carlson
Elaine Nashed
71730 Highway 111
Rancho Mirage, CA 92270
Phone: 760.340.5516
www.countryinns.com
Hotel

Desert Pages/Yellow Book USA
Marcie Madain
44900 San Pablo
Palm Desert, CA 92260
Phone: 760.776.8411
www.worldpages.com
Advertising Directory & Guides

Law Offices of Dale Gribow
Dale Gribow
44901 Village Ct., Ste. D
Palm Desert, CA 92260
Phone: 760.341.4411
www.gribowlaw.com
Attorneys

Lord Fletcher Inn
Michael Fletcher
70385 Highway 111
Rancho Mirage, CA 92270
Phone: 760.328.1161
Restaurants-English

5 to 9 years

Babe’s Bar-B-Que Grill & 
Brewhouse
Art Vasquez
71800 Highway 111, Ste. A176
Rancho Mirage, CA 92270
Phone: 760.846.8738
www.babesbbque.com
Restaurant-American

Ann Brown
Residential Member

Victory Christian Center
Jeff Walker
P.O. Box 5060
Palm Springs, CA 92263
Phone: 760.328.3313
www.victorychristian.org  
Churches & Synagogues

Eisenhower Imaging Center
Jill Hunerberg
P.O. Box 130
Rancho Mirage, CA 92270
Phone: 760.674.3850
www.eisenhowerimaging.org
Health Care Services

Friends of the Rancho Mirage 
Library
Jim Miller
71100 Highway 111
Rancho Mirage, CA 92270
Phone: 760.341.7323
www.ranchomiragelibrary.org
Non Profit Organizations

Image Marketing Concepts
Kate Spates
41865 Boardwalk, Ste. 202
Palm Desert, CA 92211
Phone: 760.779.0066
www.imagemarketing.com
Advertising/Public Relations/
Promotions

Maryanov, Madsen, Gordon & 
Campbell
David Suss
801 E. Tahquitz Cyn. Way, Ste. 200
Palm Springs, CA 92262
Phone: 760.320.6642
www.mmgccpa.com
Accounting, Bookkeeping, Tax 
Services

Pacific Sales Kitchen & Bath 
Centers
Tim Landrum
Monterey Marketplace
34295 Monterey Avenue
Rancho Mirage, CA 92270
Phone: 760.770.6400
www.pacificsales.com
Appliances & Decorative Plumbing 
Sales

St. Margaret’s Episcopal Church
Chet Hecht
47535 Highway 74
Palm Desert, CA 92260
Phone: 760.346.2697
www.stmargarets.org
Churches & Synagogues

Debra Sarlot
Residential Member

Village Profile
Lini Handy
300 Depot Street
Enterprise, OR 97828
Phone: 760.567.9430
www.villageprofile.com
Newspapers, Periodicals & 
Publishers

White Sheet Shopping Guide
Hal Paradis
P.O. Box 1108
Mishawaka, IN 46546
www.greenandwhitesheets.com
Newspapers, Periodicals & 
Publishers

1 to 4 years

AAF/Palm Springs- Desert Cities 
Tim O’Bayley
P.O. Box 2508
Palm Springs, CA 92263
Phone: 760.325.2882
www.desertfed.com
Clubs & Organizations

Cahill & Associates
Kevin Cahill
69730 Highway 111, Ste. 215
Rancho Mirage, CA 92270
Phone: 760.770.6444
www.cahillcpas.com
Accounting, Bookkeeping, Tax 
Services

Desert Contractor’s Association
Cindy Langley
P.O. Box 10190
Palm Desert, CA 92255-0190
Phone: 760.200.9202
www.desertcontractors.org
Non Profit Organization 

Eisenhower Immediate Care
Randy Hopkins
78822 Highway 111
La Quinta, CA 92253
Phone: 760.328.1000
www.emc.org
Emergency Medical & Surgical 
Services

El Paseo Bank
Kristen Seddon
40101 Monterey Ave., Bldg. H
Rancho Mirage, CA 92270
Phone: 760.834.6600
www.ElPaseoBank.com
Banks

Hope Square Surgical Center
Eileen Davies
39700 Bob Hope Drive., Ste. 301
Rancho Mirage, CA 92270 
Phone: 760.346.7696
Physicians & Surgeons

Palm Springs Motors
Allan Hanson
69200 Highway 111
Cathedral City, CA 92234
Phone: 760.699.6640
www.palmspringsmotors.com
Automobile Dealers

Rancho Las Palmas Business Park
Patrick Riley
P.O. Box 2340
Rancho Mirage, CA 92270
Phone: 760.328.0750
Real Estate-Office Leasing

Trident Society
Guy Allen
72116 Highway 111, Ste. 1
Rancho Mirage, CA 92270
Phone: 760.837.9309
www.tridentsociety.com
Funeral Cremation Services

West Dermatology
Norma Ohrberg
72785 Frank Sinatra Dr., Suite 101
Rancho Mirage, CA 92270
Phone: 760.969.5900
www.WestDermatology.com
Physicians & Surgeons 

Windermere Real Estate, David 
Banks
David Banks
71691 Highway 111
Rancho Mirage, CA 92270
Phone: 760.408.9000
www.davidbanks.com
Real Estate-Residential

BBQ Fundraiser to Benefit 
Capt. Doug Taylor 
Sponsored by Country Villa Rancho 
Mirage Healthcare Center 
Date: 7/14/2010 11:00 AM - 2:00 PM 
Cost: $20 per ticket/ 2 Children FREE 
per Adult Ticket 
Location: Country Villa Rancho Mirage 
Healthcare Center
A BBQ Fundraiser is set for July 14, 11am-
2pm, to benefit Cathedral City Fire Captain 
Doug Taylor and his family.  The event, 
sponsored by Country Villa Rancho Mirage 
Healthcare Center, features a BBQ Lunch, 
Sno Cones, dunk tank and water fun for 
the kids.  Valet parking is available courtesy 
of Valley Medical Transportation.   The 
cost is $20 for an adult ticket.  For every 
adult ticket, 2 children can eat FREE.  The 
Country Villa Rancho Mirage Healthcare 
Center is located at 39950 Vista Del Sol, off 
of Country Club Drive, 2 traffic signals east 
of Bob Hope Drive. For more information, 
contact Lisa Graf at (760) 340-0053. 
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On behalf of their donors, Community Blood Bank Team Members Michael Johnson, Donor Recruitment, 
and Nicu Cocione, Center Director, accept a Proclamation from Rancho Mirage Mayor Richard Kite while 
Eisenhower Medical Center President and CEO Aubrey Serfling adds his congratulations at an event for 
World Blood Donor Day.

Ribbon Cutting at Fixtures for Fine Living on Highway 111 in Rancho Mirage

Joint Ribbon Cutting at Eggg Nest Financial Services in Palm Springs

The Fountains at the Carlotta Mixer

The Fountains at the Carlotta raised the bar in the Chamber Mixer department with an 
Asian-themed event featuring an Asian food buffet, hosted bar, music and plenty of Mixer 
prizes.  The Fountains held a special raffle, giving everyone at the mixer an entry ticket for 
the chance to win a 42-inch flat screen television.  Photos top: Rae Ann Coombes, Director 
of Community Relations, Paul Sibel, Executive Director and Valerie Somervell, Community 
Life Director welcomed guests to the mixer.  Middle:  Director of Community Relations 
Rena Kearney dressed up for the occasion.  Bottom:  Perry and Rosemary Hartman were 
the winners of the TV in the special drawing.




